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The EU’s focus on competitiveness and better 

regulation is highly welcome. It should aim at 

genuinely reducing burden, simplifying processes and 

increasing competitiveness for European businesses. 

Any simplification initiatives, including Omnibus 

proposals, must be elaborated in close dialogue with 

businesses, and deliver concrete solutions to 

identified problems. 

 

In recent years, the growing volume and complexity of 

regulations have contributed to increasing regulatory 

challenges, extensive costs, and administrative burdens 

for companies. In this context, the EU’s current focus on 

competitiveness and better regulation – especially efforts 

to ease administrative and compliance burdens for 

companies – is strongly welcome. 

 

We fully support the ambition to foster a more favorable 

business environment to facilitate growth, innovation, 

and job creation in the EU.  Reducing bureaucratic 

burdens and simplifying EU legislation, whilst keeping 

the intended spirit and purpose of the law, not least 

relating to the green and digital transition is an 

important milestone. The ambition to streamline and 

simplify requirements, along with a commitment to 

predictability and clear rules and regulations, is highly 

commendable, appropriate, and needed. 

 

However, when revising legislation, we need to have a 

forward-looking approach, and we must ensure that these 

efforts do not put Europe at a disadvantage in the global 

race for innovation, investment, and competitiveness. The 

focus within the EU must be to shape legislation that is 

forward-thinking, fit for purpose, and capable of 

supporting the green and digital transition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislation should be shaped in a way that creates a 

predictable, competitive, and sustainable business 

environment in Europe.  

 

Reopening legislation for the purpose of simplification 

and better regulation presents a complex challenge and 

will demand extensive time and resources from both co-

legislators and Member States. To ensure that time and 

resources are well spent, any new Omnibus-package 

proposal must therefore be based on a clear 

understanding of the identified problems and on 

targeted and concrete solutions to those. A close dialogue 

with businesses will be essential to ensure that these 

changes result in the simplifications that businesses need. 

In addition, excessive time spent on legal technicalities 

must be avoided. 

 

Reopening any files must neither trigger extensive 

political debate nor requests to expand the scope of the 

legal instruments, which would contradict the 

Commission's ambition. To achieve these goals, it is 

essential that EU legislators concentrate on targeted 

measures aimed at genuinely reducing burdens, 

simplifying processes, and increasing competitiveness for 

European businesses.  

 

Important focus areas include securing alignment, 

removing unnecessarily complex and extensive 

regulations, and avoiding overlaps between applicable 

rules and regulations. Without such focused and targeted 

measures, the Omnibus-packages are likely to require 

extensive resources without successfully contributing to 

achieving the Commission’s ambitions to reduce all 

administrative costs, and more specifically the ambition 

of a 25% reduction in the reporting burdens for all 

companies and 35% for SMEs.  
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Dr. Eva Häussling 
Senior legal expert 
Eva.haussling@svensktnaringsliv.se 
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